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The Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association. 


The Manitoba Grain Grower®’ con¬ 
vention, wluch was held in Brandon 
on March 3rd and 4th, 1903, opened 
on Tuesday morning in the City 
Council chamber, with Mr. J. W. 
Scallion, or Virden, in the chair, who 
gave the following information < 
how and why the convention w.- 

On the 7th of January we held 
meeting for the purpose of forming a 
Grain Grower®’ association for 1 
district oi Virden. The day we held 
our meeting it was stormy and iwe 
had thirty-five present- They 
joined. Our director® went out holding 
meeting® in the surrounding school 
houses and our membership h'isn 
reached the hundred mark. It 
hardly necessary for me to tell you 
farmer® that lor sometime we hi 
felt that we have been getting the 
worst of it. All other industries a 
organized for their own interests and 
I do not ®ee why we should not be t< 
We are here to-day to organize so 
to protect ourselves and to keep these 
other organizations in their place. 
Gentlemen, we want to protect our¬ 
selves, that is why we are here to¬ 
day. It i® now in order for the meet¬ 
ing to endorse the action taken. 

It was here moved by Mr. Ryan, 
Ninga, seconded by Mr. Tracey, Elm 
Creek, that this meeting endorse the 
action oi the Virden association 
calling this meeting, and now pro¬ 
ceed to organize a central association 
for the province of Manitoba.—CJar- 
ried. [II 

Mr. Dayton of Virden moved that 
Mr. Rod. McKenzie be acting secre¬ 
tary for this convention, seconded by 
Mr. G. 8. Wood, of Elkhorn,—Carried. 

H. A- Fraser and C. Thom-is 
Hartney, moved that the following be 
a nominating committee; 

Wm. Ryan, Ninga, (President of the 
Bolssevaln association); R. C. Henders, 
a Elm Creek; D. W. MeQuaLg, Portage 
Pla Prairie; J. 8. Wood, Elkhorn; Jo®. 
Hammll, KlUarney; H. A. Fraser, 
Hamiota; Donald MicEwen, Brandon 


Moved by R. c. Henders that the 
above committee nominate commit¬ 
tees on, resolutions, finance, creden¬ 
tials, constitution and by-laws.— 
Carried. 

Mr. J. H. Martin of Rapid City said; 
"Mr. Chairman, our friend here ask¬ 
ed the question a while ago, ‘Is this 
mau a grain grower ?’ jspeaking of 
the secretary). “I should like to make 
a motion that no person be appointed 
executive officer® of this association 
excepting bona fide grain growers, 
resident on the land.—Motion carried. 

Moved by Jo®. Duthie or Hartney, 
seconded by C. Thomas that Mr. R. 
W. Motherwell, president of the Ter¬ 
ritorial Grain Grower®’ association be 
admitted as a full delegate to this 
convention. 

R. W. MOTHERWELL’S AtiflRESS 

Gentlemen ; Speaking on such an ex¬ 
tensive subject, I hardly know where 
to begin. As you are no doubt aware 
we in the Territories have been suf¬ 
fering from more grievance® than you 
in Manitoba hive been. There are var¬ 
ious reasons for this, the lateness of 
our harvest and our remoteness from 
our Lake port®, are s me of these. We 
took advantage or a public meeting 
about fifteen month® ago, to issiue In¬ 
vitations to leading farmers al ng the 
line, inviting them to a meeting for 
the purpose of discussing the wisdom 
of organizing a grain grower® asso¬ 
ciation. At that meeting it was point¬ 
ed out that all other industries are 
organized for the purp ee of protect¬ 
ing themselves, so wp decided to or¬ 
ganize, They appointed your humble 
servant president of the association 
and Mr. J. W. Millar secretary. Our 
first annual meeting was called for 
March. We felt that the Grain Act 
wa® imperfect and asked for certain 
j amendment® thereto, which were 
granted to us. We find that for some 
! reason or other we have not enjoy- 
: ed the right® that we should have, 
and expected to have when we asked 
1 for them last season. 1 do not know 
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why we did not get. the conceesK ns 
that we thought we were getting 
unless it was the elevator Influence 
exerted against us. This fall when 
the market was open and the grain 
began to move we looked for these 
amendments to be carried out re¬ 
garding the shlpp'ng of wheat, load¬ 
ing from platforms, and the distribu¬ 
tion of cars. Wc found when the mar¬ 
ket opened that certain features of 
the Grain Act were being ignored. We 
sent a deputation to Winnip >g to 
confer with the 0. P. R. authorities 
there. We could make nothing rut of 
them whatever. Th ■ C.P.R. lawyer in¬ 
terpreted the act to read o' e way and 
we considered that it read another. 
We knew perfectly well, that in the 
amendments to the Grain Act is stat¬ 
ed distinctly the fact that app’icants 
for cars should receive one car apiece 
until each app'ieant received one car. 
ir a bunch of four or ffve cars came 
down and there were four or five ele¬ 
vators, the elevators got them; if 
there was one left over and above 
those wanted by the elevators, the 
farmers could perhap < get this one. 
According to that method, the farm¬ 
ers could hardly ever get a car. Mr. 
Dayman Was left in Winnipeg to S.ud.7 
the question from all sides, we want¬ 
ed to see the elevators side, the rail¬ 
way ,s side and our side. We recognized 
that it was a many sided que tion. Mr. 
Dayman was called home by illness 
in his faml'y and we held a consulta¬ 
tion. He had accomplished nothing ex¬ 
cept a study or the situation. At 
Sintaluta, during the first two months 
that the market was open, (a point 
that ships a million biuh ts of 
wheat), we received 87 cars, and out 
of that 67, the farmers received seven 
cars for direct shipment. We felt 
that Vve were abused and said so. We 
saw that it was our duty to make a 
complaint in regular form bef ore the 
Warehouse Commissi ner We lodged 
a complaint of the vnri us violation* 
of the Grain Act, and sent iit down to 
» r r Cart’s n~d demanded a pros'ci- 
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tion of the railway c mpany for vio¬ 
lation of the Grain Act. We got a con¬ 
viction before a magistrate of a fine 
of fifty dollars or one month in gaol 
against the agent at that point. It 
was appealed to the Supreme Court 
and has just recently been argued 
there; the d ciaion has not. yet been 
given. It has come up during one ?f 
those arguments that there are a 
great many weaknesses in the 
Grain Act. There are also a great 
many privileges that we have not 
been permitted to enjoy. The p int 
we wish to make is this, th ;t wh^n 
there is a law put on our statute 
books, we want the C.P.R- and every¬ 
body else to rec -gnize that law. 
(Cheers-) 

I believe that we have taken a 
course that has commended itself to 
all the farmers in the Province of 
Manitoba. We took it as a collective 
body and fought it c dlectively. It 
would have been impossible for unto 
have fought it. individually. When we 
took that c mrse the newspap rs, pub¬ 
lic men and public sentiment said, 
“That’s right.’' (Cheers.) 

Last year a great deal of our crop 
was left unmarketed on our hands 
and a great deal of such of it was 
spoiled. This is the posiii. n we were 
in a year ago last fall. This fall. It 
looked as if matters were g log to' be 
worse, in fact they were worse. The 
result was that we realized that un¬ 
less we did something heroic we were 
going to have our crop lert unmar¬ 
keted on our hands again. I was In¬ 
structed as president of this associa¬ 
tion, to try and get relief from this 
pressing state of affairs and I com¬ 
municated wi h the Great Northern 
peop'e at St. Paul. I wrote to Mr. 
Clarke, transportation m -nager at 
St. Paul and set the matter before 
him- I told hjm our wheat c uld no* 
be marketed for want of equipment. 
I got a reply saying that he would 
like to know what we wished him to 
do. I told him we wanted equipment 
a-dhe replied saying that th y woul^ 
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try to help us out, provided of course 
that they could make proper traffic 
arrangements with the H.P.R. ,We 
then invied Mr. White, assistant 
president of the 3.P.R. to meet us, 
(tire executive committee of the Ter¬ 
ritorial Grain Growers' ass-elation) 
at Regina, io discus's me.tters. Mr. 
White acknowledged that the C.P.R. 
would be justified, uider such excep- 
tiona lclrcumis fauces, in handing 
their traffic to a foreign r. iiway. He 
would .submit the matter to Mr. 
Sbaugh-essey. The east do not un¬ 
derstand our wants and are not sym- 
pathe'lc. Mr. Bulyea went east and 
interviewed Mr. Shaughnessy here, 
and I believe the members of the cab¬ 
inet too. The result was that Mr. Bul¬ 
yea was given a distinct pledge that 
the wheat would be moved before the 
first of April. Well, Mr. Chairman, ns 
you know, the C.P.R. s metimes 
makes pledges that they do not carry 
out, but we had the offer fr m (he 
Great Northern as a stimulant. The 
result has been that during the last 
three weeks of February, we have 
had a most extraordinary c mpara- 
tive distribution of cars thr ughout 
the Northwest Territories, There h is 
been in the afore mentioned place— 
Sintalnto—where the farmers only 
got seven cars in two m nths, nino or 
one hundred cars placed for direct 
shipment, during the past (hree 
weeks, and they actually got some 
cars at Craven and even as far as 
Pri ce Albert. We believe that the 
wheat will be moved bv the first,of 
April. You can judge from this whe¬ 
ther or not cur work has been benefi¬ 
cial to the Territories. There are ev¬ 
en greater possibilities when we join 
our forces toge her WITH YOURS. We 
know how the Grain Ac: is defective, 
we believe we know what we should 
have; we believe as producers of 
wheat that we know even better 
than-Mr. Cas‘!e, what amendment 
should be made to the Grain Act. I 
propose to submit to this meeting the 
amr dments that were made to the 


Grain Act by the Territorial associa¬ 
tion. that you may see y ur w y 
clear to endorse them or to make such 
ame: dments as you think necessary 
for Manitoba. Mr. Motherwell re d 
the following extracts fr m the 
amendments to the Manitoba Grain 
Act, as passed by the Territorial 
Grain Growers' associpti,,n: 

"At each station where there is a 
railway agent and where grain is 
shipped under such agent, he hail 
daily apportion any and all cars in 
the following manner; One half of ,he 
cars and as nearly as possible one- 
liAlf the tonnage, .hill be ap portion d 
to licensed grain dealers, to be divided 
rateably in proportion to their d ily 
purchases, the o her hall of :h'e cars 
„ shall be a) portioned to bona ride far¬ 
mers, who wish to ship heir own 
grain, such cars to be placid either 
at the loading platform, flat ware¬ 
house, elevator, or siding, as dlrrcl- 
ed in an order book kept at' each slop¬ 
ping point under such agent, open to 
the public. Tile page of .such order 
book shall c.rrespoud to Schedule X 
and the agent must enter consecu- 
tive'y, in ink, ! he names of a.p plicants 
and their requirements. Oars so or¬ 
dered shall be awarded to ai plicanis 
according to ’.lie order in time oni the 
order hook, until each applicant has 
received one car, after which, com¬ 
mercing at the top of the list in (he 
order bo k, one car shall be award'd 
to each applicant having un illed or¬ 
der as in first round of awards, and 
this method shall be repeated in ns 
many rounds as may be necessary to 
suip'y the largest individual order; it 
being understood that an a rp'leant 
having two or more ap p icat ions made 
at sundry times shall only count :is 
a single applicant and be awarded 
only one car in any round, and that 
no ap p'icant can transfer his right to 
another. 

A y person who is not a bona tide 
farmer or owner of wheat, who a;p- 
plies for a car under the above 
clauses, or who offers for sale or sells 
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hie right to a car that has been allot¬ 
ted to him, shall cm summary c evic¬ 
tion be liable to a penalty n 't ex¬ 
ceeding *25. 

“At each shipping point the agent 
ehall Immediately post in a conrpic- 
ucu.9 p'aoe, the allotment, on their ar¬ 
rival of empties, or car® haded wi'h 
merchandise that will be available 
when unloaded, such notice to be 
signed by the agent. 

‘‘The operator of each elevator , h 11 
at the close of each day, during which 
such elevator is operated, file with 
the s at ion agent, a statem ;nt phoW- 
ing the amount, of wheat purchased 
or received by hjm for storage.’ 

We want to get a deputation to go 
to O tawa from Manitoba and the 
Territories. We would like to see the 
perp'e of Manitoba send down r.; least 
two delegates and we will send one 
down. What we want is simply jus¬ 
tice, and a more equitable proper dis¬ 
tribution of the fruits cf cur toil. 

The following is the report <t ih; 
Nomination committee: 

Credential committer—w r in. $h~ - 
non, Boiasevain; Peter McDonald, Vir- 
den; -H. W. Johnston, Chater. 

Resolutions committee—A. S Bar¬ 
ton. Boissevain: J. M. Rcdd’ck, Bran¬ 
don Hills: R, ci. Henders, Elm Creek: 
George Kerfoot, Viiden; j. a. Nee- 
lands, Oak River; James Whymster, 
Portage la PrDairie; H. A. Fraser, 
Ham iota. c 

Constitution committee—D. W. Mc- 
Quaig, Portage la Prairie; I. J. Ben¬ 
nett, Virden: William Ryan, Boisse- 
vain; C. Thomas, Bartney; Donald Mc- 
Ewen, Brandon; A. Z- Wflmolt, Doug¬ 
las; J. S. Woods, Elkhorn. 

Finance committee—P. Middleton, 
Brandon: William Chalmers, Hayfield; 
•Tor. Hamrnil, Killareey; P. D. McAr¬ 
thur, Longburn: A. M. Bradford, Elk- 

Moved by William Miller, or Boiast- 
vain, seconded by Mr. Tracey of Elm 
Creek, that the report of the nomina¬ 
tion committee be adopted.—Carried 

Moved by R. Z- Benders of Elm 


j Creek, seconded by Mr. Condy, “That 
all resolutions be submitted to this 
convention, and referred by this con- 
j vention to the committee to which 
| they belong, and that only resolu¬ 
tions having the endorsement of the 
resolution committee be considered 
by this convention.’’—Carried, 

The chairman asked anyone who 
wished to submit resolutions to the 
convention, to please present them to 
the secretary to be read to the co~- 
vention and then handed to the reso¬ 
lution committee to be dealt with. 

Mr. Motherwe’l suggest d that he 
amendments to the grain act, r: d 
by Wm, be submitted to this associ - 
tdoii, to come before the re; oiutij a 
committee, for amendment or adop¬ 
tion.’—(Carried. 

The credential committee presented 
the following 'let of accredited dele¬ 
gates to the convention; < 

Mount Vernon, W. F. Gundy, Harod 
Kemp. 

Langford, R. S. Woods, W. H. 
Wheatland, John Gibson. 

Ha mi ota, D. Mann, H- A. Fraser, P. 
Andrew. 

Rapid City, J. H. Martin, E. Solden, 
W. F. Ham peon. 

Brandon, Donald McEweu, Rod. Mc¬ 
Kenzie P. Middleton, H. W, Johnston, 
J. M. Roddick, Rev. Mr. Roddick. 

Elva, W. A. Robinson. 

Deloralne, John Renton, L. E. Tin m- 

Portage la Prairie, D. W. Mctfuaig,. 
P. D. McArthur. James Whymster, 
Thomas Dale, Charles Grubb. 

Holland, John Nixon, P. Edwards. 

Bradwardine, I. W. Lammin, George- 
Seers, Thog. Bell, F. A. Steele. 

Elkliom, C. H. Freeman, G. F- Al'.in- 
eon, P, S. Worck, G. Cole, F. Dahl, A. 
M. Bradford, G. E. Breakma'.i. 

Fairfax, T. J. Moffat, A. Rose, H. 
"Bea there. 

■/Virden. Peter Macdonald, James 
Leattion, W. H. Dayton, I. Bennett, 
G. Kerfoot, Amos O'Dell, A- Gocther. 
W. Waddell, I- Haw, 0.. Stingoo. 
Ivey, H. giltqn- • - 
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Rounlhwaite, Tolly Elder. 

Hay field, ‘William Chalmers. 

Hartney, Tames Dot hie, C. Thom¬ 
as, J. Hickson. 

Boiasevain, W. Rvan, W. S. Shannon, 
G. C- Miller, A. S. Barton, A. C. Cam¬ 
eron, J. C- Pinkham. 

Oak River, J. A. Mu Ian a. 

Culver, S. C. Header*. 

Lenon, Thomas Frame. 

Elm Creek, W. Tracy. 

Killarney, I. Hammil, W. U Leh- 

Vinga, A. Rankin. 

Melita, Joe. Bowie. • 

Northwest Territories, W. R. Moth¬ 
erwell. 

Pipestone.W. J. Rattray, G. It. Cam¬ 
pion. 

Reel on. C. J- Stewart, Harold M" c- 
grcgor. ( 

Minnedowa, Neil Cameron. 

Moved by J. 3. Martin of Rapidi City, 
seconded by J. W. Lamb that the re¬ 
port of the credential committee le 
adopted.—Carried. 

Moved by Mr. H. W. Dayton that all 
members of the Grain Growers’ asso¬ 
ciation present be allowed full privi- 
'eges of delegates, seconded by W. J. 
Rattray.—Carried. 

Moved by Mr. W. Miller, seconded 
by Mr. Rattray, that a committee of 
two be appointed to get the resolu¬ 
tions printed.—carried- P. Middleton 
and R. McKenzie appointed. 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 

1st, That the memben-hip fee to the 
asSccaitlon be one dollar, and that 
half be paid to the provincial associa¬ 
tion,—‘Carried. 

2rd. We recommend that the secre¬ 
tary treasurer be remunerated by the 
provincial association. 

Moved by W. J. Candy, seconded by 
Mr. AUinson. Elkhorn, that th® report 
of the finance committee be submit¬ 
ted to tile constitution commute for 
consideration,—parried- t 


REPORT OF CONSTITUTION 

COMMITTEE 

Moved by J. S. Wood that th® report 
of the constitution committee be re¬ 
ceived and discussed clause by clause, 
seconded by Mr. Ryan, carried. 

Moved by Mr. Ryan of Ninga, thatl a 
vote of thanks be tendered to the 
stock men for their consideration in 
giving up their meeting for our bene¬ 
fit. Carried unanimously. 

Moved by Peter Macdonald, second¬ 
ed by Mr. Martin,, that the nomin¬ 
ating committee be asked to nomin¬ 
ate officers for this association, and 
report to this meeting.—Carried. 

Moved by Mr. Motherwell that four 
additional members be added to the 
nominating committee.—Carried. The 
following names were added; Mr. gol¬ 
den, Mr. Kerfoot, Mr. Shannon, Mr. 
Rattray. 

Mr. Gibbons of Winnipeg, expressed 
a desire to address the meeting. On 
motion by Mr. Motherwell, it was 
agreed that he present his credentials 
to the credential committee, and if 
satisfactory, that he be given a hear¬ 
ing/—‘Carr iied. 

The finance committee then report- 
ttiat that they recoin mendeded that 
th® secretary, pro tern, receive from 
all subordinate secretaries, the execu¬ 
tives’ share of the furds be collected, 
so that all necessary expenses can be 
defrayed. 

The nominating committee present¬ 
ed a report, submitting the following 
names, as officers for the association 
for th® ensuing year; 

pres'dent, J. W. Scallion, Virden, 
Manitoba. 

Vice-President, R. Cl Benders, Elm 
Creek, Man. 

D rectors, tiora'd McEWen. Brandon, 
Man.; William Ryan, Boiasevnin, Man.; 
W. A. Robinson, Elva, Man.’. D. W. Mc- 
(Juaig. Portage ia Prairie, Man.; John 
Wilson, Donor®, Man.; H- > Fraser. 
Hamlota. 

Moved ant; seconded that the above 
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report be adopted. Carried unani¬ 
mously. f 1 

The report of the resolution com¬ 
mittee being to hand, Mr. Motherwell 
suggested, that each clause be read 
and discussed by the mover and sec¬ 
onder, and the audience, and it ob¬ 
jected to that It be sent back to the 
resolution committee for amendment. 
—Carried. • - 

The repon. was read bv Mr. R. C. 

Heudens, as follows;— 

CLAUSE 1; At each station where 
there la a railway agent and where 
grain is shipped under ,vuch agent, he 
shall duly apportion any and all cars 
In the following manner. One half of 
tire cars a d ; a nearly postl' 1<‘ on~- 
haJf the tonnage, shall be aj portion¬ 
ed to licensed grain dealers, to be di¬ 
vided rateably In proportion to their 
dally average receipts, the other half 
at the oars shall be apportioned to 
bona fide farmers who wish to ship 
their own grain, such cars to be plac¬ 
ed either at the loading platform, flat 
warehouse, elevator or aiding, as di¬ 
rected In an order book kept at each 
ship plug.point under such agent, open 
to the public. The page of such order 
book shall correspond to schedule X 
and the agent must enter consecu¬ 
tively lu Ink, the names of applicants 
and their requirements. Cars so or¬ 
dered shall be awarded to the appli¬ 
cants recording to the order in time 
on the o;der 1 ook, until each a.pile nt 
has received one car, after which, 
commencing at the top of the list In 
the order book, one car shall !be 
awardad to each applicant having un¬ 
filled order as in first round of 
awards, and this method shall be re¬ 
peated In as many rounds as may be 
necessary to supply the largest indi¬ 
vidual order, it being understood that 
an a i p’,ioant having two or more ap¬ 
plications made at sundry times, shall 
only count as a single aiplicant and 
be awarded only one car In any round 
and that go applicant can transfer 
his right to another. 

Mr. Ryan of Ninga, moved, seconded 


by Mr. W. H. Johnston, CUater, that 
'the following words be struck < u *t 
Clause l, ‘one-half the cars and 
nearly as possible one-hair the t 
fnage stall be apportioned to Icenst 
grain dealers, to be divided rateably 
in pr. portion to their dal y average 
receipts, the other half of the cars 
.shall be apportioned to bona fide far¬ 
mers who wish to ship their own 
grain, such oars to be placed either 
at the loading platform, flat ware¬ 
house, elevator or siding as dir cted 
in an order book kept at each ship¬ 
ping point under such agent, open 
to the public. The page of such older 
book stall correspond to schedule X 
and the agent must enter consecu¬ 
tively. in ink, the names or applicants 
and their requirements."— carled by a 
large majority. 

r Mr. Ryan in discussing this, point 
/said, "In giving away one-half of the 
'cars we are giving away our birth¬ 
right, and we want that first part 
amendment, I think rt had better go 
back to the resolution committee for 
amendment. A grain dealer can goto 
Winnipeg and have some scheme afoot 
\ before we farmers are aware of it 
>at all.' 


of 

r d 
>ly 


Mr. Motherwell addressed the cor.- ' 
veotlon on the application of Clause 1, | 
as i whole, as passed by, and a plied 
t- the Northwest Territories; 

We passed these resolutions after 
the most careful consideration. We 
spent t.7o or three weeks studying 
the question. If in the opinion of ibis 
convention, you believe that this Is 
not a good resolution, do not pass It. 

I am spjeaking for the Territorial con¬ 
vention; you do as ytu like here In 
Manitoba. We have deferred submit¬ 
ting tills to the Dominion govern¬ 
ment for the purpose of getting y,.ur 
opinion on it, and deciding 11 It is to 
our interest as a whole, and we are 
willing to submit to your decision be¬ 
cause you are the predominating fac¬ 
tor In the growth ol wheat in the M 
west at the present moment, and con- ™ 
sequent I y should have a pr dominating 
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influence at Ottawa. Under the pres¬ 
ent system, cars are a | portioni a to 
elevator® equally, no matter what 
the business of that elevator, An ele¬ 
vator with an enormous ! us'lness can¬ 
not, under the present congested 
state of affairs, receive any more 
cars than a smaller elevator. Quite 
frequently we have found milling 
companies offering a cent or two 
more than the other men. The result 
is that the farmers patronize th m 
and quite right'.y go, hut the elevator 
man s.> ys, • Let him give his extra 
cent, In a few hours he will be full 
up and then we can get the wheat 
at our own price. If the dlstri; ution 
of cars among the elevators was 
made on the principaI of “most busi¬ 
ness most ears,” the other pri pie 
would he able to get the extra 
amount of care and as a consequence 
woilld he able 'to continue the pol¬ 
icy of giving the extra cent, because 
they could get their wheat hi.p d, 
and their elevators emptied. The oth¬ 
er elhvator men would have to come 
up to them. The man that has the 
most business should get the most 
cars. 

“Suppose we got the right to spot 
our cars wherever they lik; d. We pre¬ 
sume that a great many farmers 
would'spot theirs at a farmers’ ele¬ 
vator, while that elevator has r ceiv- 
ed already its amount of the distri¬ 
bution. That elevator will now re¬ 
ceive the cars of the farmers as we.l 
as their own cars. The result is lint 
it is possible for that elevator to buy 
more wheat. This shows that 
there is no( necessity . of 
the elevator men putting their 
name on the oar book at all. We have 
a farmers’ order book. There wou'd 
he no difficulty in making a dlstr - 
bution as it would simply be a mat¬ 
ter of priority. 

•: do : 0 care What propo i.iOa y u 
lay before the people, you cannot get 
a system that will satisfy all, where 
there is a hundred farmers and on y 
two or three oars. We have not h d 


the present Act oar riled out In the 
Territories. I do not know Low it is 
with you. The public sentiment of 
tliis country as a whole is not at the 
back of that method of distribution. 

I think the day is passed when h y 
will try to ignore the law any! longer. 

I believe that the elevator ,-ystem as 
it Is at present conducted, is In its 
last ditch and that th y, ( he eleva¬ 
tors) will be compelled, if th y are go¬ 
ing to do business at all to do it on 
a rair and equitable basis. 

“What shall be the method? Start 
at the top, come to the bottom, then 
start at the top again. We recom¬ 
mend that in order to avoid confusion 
there be some new method inaugur¬ 
ated. It shows the people ihe advan¬ 
tage of putting their name down as 
soon as possible. i 

"There is not a man in the Terri-> 
tories but realizes the great impor¬ 
tance ol working with Manitoba. 
Manitoba has taken the matter up. 
We are one as regards our aim and 
object. We must work uaited'.y, Mani¬ 
toba and the Territories. Consider 
live matter from the interests of 
Manitoba and the interests ol the 
west, also, then work together for 
good. We are one, we are all under 
the Manitoba Grain Act . I realize 
that this is a many-sided question 
and a very difficult one to de l with. 

‘You cannot enforce a law unless 
there is public sentiment behind it. I 
am talking from the standpoint of 
the farmer. You stand by what is for 
Manitoba. We wish to ; ct in conjunc¬ 
tion with you. Do what y, u ihinki 
right and we will agree with you.’’ / 

Mr. Johnston said; “FJght :hy of 
farmers’ elevators. I think we have 
just as much right to consideration 
as the elevator men.’ 

Mr. R. McKenzie said; “We are 
righting for principle. We as farmers 
want the privilege ol shipping our 
wheat as we want to. D d r the prer¬ 
ent conditions the elevator man s ys, 
“You have got to put p ur wheat in¬ 
to my elevator on my conditions.’ If 
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we bad the alternative of shipping a a 
we like it would be better. It the 
elevators would deal with us on ia 
businesslike basis most of the wheat 
would go through the elevators, for 
few farmers would load from the 
half the farmers will get oars and th» 
track. IT we adopt that amendment, 
half the farmers will get oars and 
the other half will have to ; hi|P 
through the elevators (cries of “that’s 
not necessary”). We want the same 
rights as any other producer.’ 

Mr. Robinson moved, that we pro¬ 
test any legislation being pass' d that 
legalizes a shortage of cars, inter¬ 
feres with the rights of ‘hi) p ts ex¬ 
isting under law.” 

CLAUSE 2; Any person who applies 
for a car under the above clause, or 
who offers for Sale or sells his right 
to a car that lias been! allotted to 
him, shall on summary conviction be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding $25. 
—Carried. i 

CLAUSE 3; At each shipping point, 
the agent shall immediately post iu 
a conspicuous place, the allotment on 
their arrjval, of empties, or cars load¬ 
ed with merchandise, which will be 
available when unloaded, such notice 
to be signed by the agent.—carried. 

CLAUSE 4; Struck out. 

CLAUSE 5; That no person who' 
own® or operates an elevator, or i:< a 
member of the Grain Dealers’ associa¬ 
tion, or the Grain Exchange, or tint 
has shares in .any elevator, oth r 
than a farmers’ elevator, owned and 
operated by farmers, shall be eligi¬ 
ble for members hip in ttiis associa¬ 
tion, —Carried. 

CLAUSE 6; That in the opinion of 
this meeting, a clause should be in¬ 
serted iu the Grain Act, to oblige the 
station agent to notify the accredit¬ 
ed agent of any farmer a.fp'ying for 
a oar, of the day and hour that his 
car is due to arrive, afproximately. 
By this means the farmer could b ve 
his grain waiting on wagons when 
the ca arrives, so that he would be 
enabled to load as expeditiously as 


possible. ’ ’—Carried. 

CLAUSE 7; Resolved, that in view of 
the official report of the wari house 
commissioner, that Manitoba wheat 
that had been inspected in Toronto 
and other eastern points was invar¬ 
iably found to be worth, in the Brit¬ 
ish market, five cents per bushel less 
than that similarly graded In Fort 
William, that this matter be Invests 
gated at orce, with a view to check¬ 
ing, re-inspection or abolishing t al¬ 
together .;—j Carried. 

CLAUSE 8; That a farmer should 
have the right of loading his car at 
any elevator, flat warehouse or 
other point on the siding most con¬ 
venient to him. or through any mov¬ 
able elevator, if required, and that 
such car should be spotted by the sta¬ 
tion agent at such position as the 
farmer shall request. And further 
that the Grain Act be so amended as 
to compel every railway company op¬ 
erating in Manitoba, to grade every 
side track at which farmers load cam 
ten feet wide from the rail and as 
high as the track grade. I 

An amendment that “ten feet' be 
changed to “forty reet” was lost, and 
the clause passed. 

CLAUSE 9: “That In view or the 
gross abuse of the so-called saving 
clause in sub section 5, section 42, of 
the Manitoba Grain Act, letter known 
a® the “without undue delay” Clrusr, 
tha*- tlie federal parliament insist on 

lr lailways complying with their 
charter obligations by sujp’ying their 
■I'Cty with every necessary equipment. 
—Carried. 


CLAUSE 10; That this association 
is in favor of a railroad commission, 
to le a[pointed by the Dominion gov- 
l- mem to adjust rates and fuch 
oilier business as pertains to trans¬ 
portation.—Carried. 

CLAUSE 1.1; That the federal par¬ 
liament of Canada be requested to in¬ 
quire into the alleged lumber, coal and 
wheat combines, operating in Mani¬ 
toba, with the view of introducing 
such remedial legislation as will am- 
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ply protect the producer® and con¬ 
sumers of this country from the in- 
iquitous operations of inch organiza¬ 
tions.—carried. I 

CLAUSE 12; That In order to secure 
a better enforcement of the Mani¬ 
toba Grain Ajct. it is deemed advisable 
by this convention that three deputy 
warehouse commissioners be ap¬ 
pointed to act in conjunction with the 
warehouse commissioner, and to ad¬ 
just all grievances arising between 
the aggrieved parties. ; i 

Clause 1L' was amended by the addJ- 
tion of the words “and further that 
neither warehouse commissioner or 
his deputies be a grain dealer or a 
member oi the grain exchange.—car- 

CLAUSE 18: That an out.el for our 
produo? through the Hudson’s Bay is 
of (he greatest importance, and we 
hereby pledge ourselves to uae every 
effort to promote any p oper scheme 
which in our opinion may lead , ; ihe 
furtherance of this object.—Otrrh d 
The report of the resolution com¬ 
mittee as above amended, was adopt¬ 
ed and oarried as a whole. 

w. f. McCreary, m. p. 

Mr. McCreary, who was present, on 
invitation, addressed the meeting ns 
follows;— ; 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen ; Wh°n 
f received thn invitation' from your 
secretary to address this meeting, I 
felt somewhat diffident about accept¬ 
ing the same, because 1 know there 
is a certain feeling amongst farmers 
against hearing political lawyers. 
However, I realize that no matter 
what tiie calling of any man in this 
province may be, if the farmers are 
not successful, if the farmers of the 
province have grievances, it is going 'to 
affect the ousiness of every man in 
this provinc;, no matter what he 
may be. 

T regret very much that I am not 
able to speak to more authority with 
regard to Clause 1, wliich you have 


just brought before this meeting. This 
grave question of transportation ar.d 
of the Grain Act is a question that 
has occupied the time of th? House 
of Commons for over iw,. days. If you 
will look at the debates of March 10' h 
and May 9th, you will find that the 
entire day was taken up in discuss¬ 
ing the very question that you are 
dUeutcing here' to-day. 1 consider it 
my duty as long as I am a mender 
of the House of Commons, t ■> be lit re 
now to advise you to listen to the 
assembled wisdom of the farmers 
present and to try and arrive it 
some conclusion as to what is the best 
nrmedv for the evils you complain of. 

In the first place let me s'ay that 
it affords in■■ a great deal of pleasure 
to be among you farmers. I behove 
that there should be more meetings 
of farmers. The elevator men, manu¬ 
facturers. from the washerwom ui up 
and down all have Uieir undous. Bon - 
od together, tin y employ the best 
conn'd that can lie obtained and 
watch over their interests, ir you go 
into the lobbies of 'the House of 
Commons, you will find the clever st 
men that can lie found there In th? 
Interests of various concerns. 1 ut 
the farmers are not represented 
there. At the last session or parlia¬ 
ment. when the question of this 
Grain Act. cime up, we found two of 
the most shrewd of the grain m u of 
Winnipeg on hand. But the farmers 
were not represented a,t all. Some of 
these gentlemen, I notice, at a meet¬ 
ing held in Winnipeg sometime ago. 
complained oi a want of courtesy ’lo 
them as a delegation. Mr. ftlfton s'" ! d 
that he was not discourteous to these 
gentlemen. I do not think he was- I 
understand the party referred to ivrs 
myself. 

1 am glad to see that it is the in¬ 
tention of this convention to have a 
delegation go to Ottawa, i will d" ad 
in my power to help tiutt delogatipn 
and to further 'their interests when 
they arrive there. It is a mistaken 
I idea that some fanners have thatev- 
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ery man when he get® into the house 
of commons turns out to be a bc un- 
dr?!. I believe there are a 1 rge num¬ 
ber ol men in the house ol commons 
who are anxious to do all they can in 
the interests of the farmers. 

If a western man te worth 
five hundred dollars to the West 
he is worth fifty-five hundred to the 
east, everything that you buy comes 
from the east. It is mo-e important to 
the eastern manufacturer than to us 
that the farmer should get along and 
have hi® rights. Your money goes 
there for everything, for everything 
you get, practically. Few people seem 
to realize this, but it Is so. 

With regard to this clause that you 
have here, I regret to say that r«aln 
give, you no solution of the problem, 
but it seems to me that you are de¬ 
liberately giving away—when you say 
e will ' v ive the elevator., half the 
cars and '«ive the other ‘’alt to the 
farmers”—you are going to pus a 
tool into the hand® of the elevator 
com, antes with which 1 hey may, do 
you some injury- (Cheers.) 

The interests of the elevator men 
are somewhat identical with those of 
the transportation compuiies. The 
transportation companies are partly 
responsible for the condition ot af¬ 
fairs that we are in to-day. The 
transportation companies have not 
carried out in this year, 1902, what 
they promised they would carry out. 
About one-third of the crop was ship¬ 
ped out by these companies. Now 
when we consider that we have one 
liu- dred million bushels of .grain and 
thirty-live million bushels of that r-t' 1 
on our hands, it is most unsatisfac¬ 
tory and has to be remedied. The 
Great Northern slurped in (he s me 
length of time, before navigation clos¬ 
ed. fully three times as much as ihe 
C.P E- a> d Canadian Northern put to¬ 
gether. Thpy hii pad nearly two- 
thirds of the entire crop. It takes 
about sixty-five per cent ol every 
bushel of grain to pay for its,' growth. 
This grain should he got out before 


the close of navigation. The r. ilways 
have fallen far short of this. , I 

Nobody can frame an act that is go¬ 
ing to suit everybody. We even have 
kicker® in religion. But if your are go¬ 
ing to make an error in the framing 
of that :.ot make it on thd . ide of the 
farmers. I think to give half the cans 
to the elevators and half to ih? farm¬ 
ers would be a step backwards in¬ 
stead of forwards. Sui posing there 
should be but one elevator at a point, 
an elevator or 30 000 bushels capa¬ 
city, and the farmers were coming in 
there m large numbers and there 
were twelve cars sent down, the ele¬ 
vator would get six and the farmers 
would get six, would that be fair? No. 

If there is any amendment to be 
put to that clause, there should be 
some kind of a clause like this, ‘that 
the farmer whose grain is stor.d in 
that elevator might be able in some 
way to order a car.” 

A® I understand it your committee 
is in a much tetter shape to work 
ou t a resolution than a large b dy of 
a hundred or two men would (be. 
When so many men get together they 
get excited. When your committee 
goes to Ottawa, they should go there 
pr pared to have their ideas framed 
into a resolution. It will be easier to 
do it where they are uujet than it is 
in a meeting of this sort I do not 
want to be thought to dictate td you 
farmers, but I will go this far; To nl- 
allow that clause to remain in that 
way would be Jo give the elevators 
some chance they have not now got. 
The elevator men seem to take very 
ki d y to it. They would not do that 
if they could not see their way r ut of 

Now there are several other mat¬ 
ters in your resolutions that are de¬ 
serving of some attention. The ques¬ 
tion of foab.ng platforms. . I have 
found that loading platforms have 
been a great source of benefit to the 
farmers and my idea would be that 
the Commissioner at Winnipeg Bhou'd 
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have power to increase these loading 
platforms in length, to make them 
two, three, four or five car lengths 
long. They should not have thirty 
days from the time the platform is 
ordered, ten days is plenty long 
enough. The farmer should be able 
to load off his waggon into the car, no 
matter whether there is a platform 

In regard to that one clause, ‘ with¬ 
out undue delay,’ the railway com¬ 
panies will furnish cars, it is a very 
indefinite term and I should gay limit 
the number of days to three, six, 
eight or ten days, but limit it, or pay 
up for the time the cars are delayed. 
It might look a little hard, but the 
railway companies have been getting 
the best end of this stick for a very 
long time, and now it is pretty near 
time for the farmers' innings, and if 
we get the best end for a few years, 
it won't hurt them much. 

Navigation closes at Port Arthur 
early in December, whereas in Dul¬ 
uth the Lakes are open up to th 16th 
ol December. The government has 
never taken prop r steps to have 
these Lakes kept opm. One of your 
petitions should be that the lights on 
Lake Superior and the Great Lakes 
should be maintained until the 16th 
ol December, and that ice boaters 
should Jpe kept around Fort William 
to keep the ice broken up until the 
15th of December at least. Ice crush¬ 
ers will break up (ce at a d plh of 
five feet. A difference of twenty or 
thirty days would make a very ma¬ 
terial difference in the shipment and 
price of grain from this western coun¬ 
try. 

There is another matter about the 
insurance of grain. The C.P.R. should 
be compelled to insure all grain at 
the terminal points. There is also 
another very important matter with 
regards to the inspection of grain. 
There Were last year at Ottawa some 
47 peritlone sent in to change the 
General Inspection Act. I think this 


should be well considered before y ur 
delegation goes to Ottawa. 

I do not undertake at all to sug¬ 
gest to you the amendments you 
should make in this bill. I merely 
came here to listen to the debates as 
they progressed so as to enable me to 
form' some correct Conclusion as to 
what kind of legislation should be 
passed. Sir Wilfrid Laurier is most 
anxious to pass any amendments that 
you wish. He even went so far as Ito 
say, “The government is ready to do 
its share.’' . 

If the farmers cannot be satisfied 
in any other way, the governm nt 
will feel it its duty to take over the 
ownership of the elevators through¬ 
out this country. We know that a 
few years ago, in Manitoba, th e sys¬ 
tem of creameries was a failure. For 
some reason or other, creameries run 
by private p irties all along the line 
failed. The butter was poor, every¬ 
thing went wrong. The government 
stepped in and said, “We will run 
these creameries.’’ The iesult b .s 
been most satisfactory in so far as I 
have learned. I find that being run 
by the government, the butter is of 
a uniform grade and the price real¬ 
ized is better. There is the question 
of government ownership. Why not 
app'y that to the handling of grain. 1 
do not say that we should do. it, but I 
say that if we have got to'do it, we 
will do it. (Cheers)., because there is 
no doubt but that the elevator men 
have been making too much out of 
the farmers of this country for the 
last few years. (Cheers.), 

You may have the impression th t 
the government are in the hinds of 
the railway men, but they are not. 
When you farmers come to Ottawa, 
you will find men who will fight vig¬ 
orously for you. I do not think yon 
will have any trouble at all. I believe 
the redress you require will be 
given to you. ' 1 

You cannot expect every thing to go 
off right at your first meeting. There 
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are going to be some kickers. There is 
in every walk of lile. You are here in 
the right spirit, come here and fight 
yonr battles out, and after you have 
got down to what you think is right, 
stay with it. (Cheers.) Forget your 
politics, get together and act in your 
own interests. Stick to your resolu¬ 
tions. Send your delegation down to 
parliament with your resolutions 
and I have no doubt at all but there 
you will be able to carry out tand 
attain the ends you desire. If there 
is anything I can do, please consider 
me a member of the Grain Growers’ 
association, and an active member at 
that, in good standing. 

Moved by D. W. McQualg, seconded 
by Mr. Woods, that the platforms be 
of sufficient length to load from six 
to ten cars and of sufficient width for 
two teams to pass, and the said plat¬ 
form to be eighteen inches higher 
than the car floor.-sCarried. 

D. W'. McQuaig moved that Clause 
10. in the constitution be printed so 
as to correspond to clause 5 in the 
report of the resolution committee — 
darned. 

Moved by J. S. Wood,s econded by| D. 
McEwen, tliat a vote of thanks be 
tendered to Mr. McCreary for his 
presence and the able address deliver¬ 


ed. We note with great satisfaction, 
the interest he evidentlv takes in the 
welfare of the grain growers of this 
province—darried unanimously. 

Moved by R. McKenzie, that the ex¬ 
ecutive be empowered to engage an 
organizer if they deem it advisable. 

Moved by R. d. Henders and second¬ 
ed by William Ryan, ‘’Resolved that 
this convention urge upon the Domin¬ 
ion government the importance of 
keeping navigation open for a much 
longer season, and to this end request 
that they make provision for ihe pur¬ 
chase of an ice crushing vessel, to be 
kept at Fort William and Port Ar¬ 
thur Tor the above purpose, also that 
the lights be kept up until th? fif¬ 
teenth of December, also that pres¬ 
sure be brought upon the railway 
companies that they may be compell¬ 
ed to keep the grain stored in termin¬ 
al elevators insured without expense 
to farmers.—darried. 

Resolved that the executive be giv¬ 
en power to send two delegates to Ot¬ 
tawa to look after legislation witha 
view to assisting our federal members 
in the passage of amendments to the 
Grain Act, and that the association 
bear the necessary expense—darried. 
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